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72 William and Maey Quabtebly 

EDITORIAL. 

The present number begins the first volume of the second 
series of the William and Mary College Quarterly Historical 
Magazine. The Magazine was established at his own expense in 
1892 by Dr. Lyon G. Tyler, president of the college. It was 
published and edited by Dr. Tyler for twenty-seven years as a 
private undertaking, the last number issued being number 4 of 
volume 27, dated April, 1919. Since Dr. Tyler's retirement 
as president, he has established a new magazine which is now 
published at Richmond, Va., entitled "Tyler's Historical and 
Genealogical Quarterly." To Dr. Tyler's familiarity with the 
county and state records, are added an intimate acquaintance with 
the history of many Virginia families and an exact knowledge 
of the political history of colonial and post-revolutionary Virginia. 
These qualifications, illuminated by an earnest desire to make Vir- 
ginia history more widely known, enabled him to establish the 
William and Mary Quarterly as an authority in its special field. 
The limitations which hedge in an editor of a local historical 
periodical prevent him from making any one number of such 
unusual interest that it becomes a literary sensation and a "best 
seller." Continuity of publication, abundance and variety of source 
material and original contributions which show the result of 
research in neglected fields, determine largely the usefulness of a 
periodical of this character. Judging by such standards, histori- 
cal students have awarded to the Quarterly edited and owned by 
Dr. Tyler a high rank as a permanent reference work. The 
twenty-seven volumes of the first series will ever remain a monu- 
ment to the editor's enterprise and to his devotion to the interests 
of Virginia history. 

The second series will be published by the College of William 
and Mary. The present editors will endeavor to develop an inter- 
est in Virginia history, by publishing such documentary material 
and original contributions in history, biography and genealogy, 
as will shed new light upon the past. 

The editors open the columns of the magazine not only to sub- 
scribers but to all readers who may wish to submit queries relative 
to Virginia history or genealogy. We hope that the Query Column 
may develop into a clearing house for information on obscure 
questions. 



